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las, and it was a theory designed to provide a certain way
for the increase of slave States. My argument was aimed
at that policy.

At the end of my article there is a summary by proposi-
tions which contains declarations that were outside of the
controversy with Mr. Douglas,

One of these has been quoted, and quoted in error as evi-
dence of my inconsistency. I read the proposition: " The
Constitution of the United States may be extended over a
Territory by the treaty of annexation, or by a law of Con-
gress, in which case it has only the authority of law; but
the Constitution by the force of its own provisions is limited
to the people and the States of the American Union."

In this general proposition there are several minor and
distinct propositions.

1.  The Constitution may be extended over k territory by a
treaty of annexation.    This is now my distinct claim in
regard to Porto Rice and the Philippines, a position that I
have uniformly maintained.

2.  The Constitution may be extended to a territory by law,
in which case it has only the authority of law.

As to this statement I can only say I may have had in mind
instances of such legislation as may be found in the Kansas-
Nebraska Act.

When we say that the Constitution of its own force, applies
to the Territories, we refer to the parts that are applicable to
the Territories as distinguishable from the parts that relate
to States exclusively. It is a provision of the Constitution
that

" No State shall make any law impairing the obligation of
contracts." In terms this limitation does not extend to Ter-
ritories. Congress might extend the limitation, but the Act
of limitation would have only the force of law.